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Event summary and conclusions 

Provider University of Brighton 

Course Master of Pharmacy (MPharm) degree with preparatory year 

Event type Accreditation  

Event date 8 June 2021 

Current 
accreditation period 

2020/21 - 2022/23 

Relevant standards Future pharmacists Standards for the initial education and training of 
pharmacists, May 2011 

Outcome The accreditation team agreed to recommend to the Registrar of the General 
Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) that the MPharm degree with preparatory year 
provided by the University of Brighton should be approved until 2022/23 at 
which point the provision will be reaccredited alongside the University’s 
MPharm degree against the Standards for the initial education and training of 
pharmacists 2021. 

Conditions There were no conditions. 

Standing conditions The standing conditions of accreditation can be found here. 

Recommendations No recommendations were made. 

Registrar decision Following the event, the Registrar of the GPhC accepted the accreditation 
team’s recommendation and approved the accreditation of the programme 
until 2022/23. 

Key contact 
(provider) 

Dr Neil Crooks, Principal Lecturer 

Accreditation team Professor Chris Langley (Team Leader), Professor of Pharmacy Law & Practice 
and Head of the School of Pharmacy, Aston University; Associate Dean, Taught 
Programmes, School of Life and Health Sciences  

Dr Adam Todd (Team member-academic) Reader in Pharmaceutical Public 
Health, School of Pharmacy, Newcastle University 

Dr Katie Maddock (Team member-academic) Head of School of Pharmacy, 
Keele University 

Mairead Conlon (Team member-pharmacist) Representation Pharmacist for 
UCA-NI Ltd (Ulster Chemists’ Association) and part-time Community 
Pharmacist 

https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/future_pharmacists_standards_for_the_initial_education_and_training_of_pharmacists.pdf
https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/future_pharmacists_standards_for_the_initial_education_and_training_of_pharmacists.pdf
https://www.pharmacyregulation.org/sites/default/files/document/standing_conditions_of_accreditation_and_recognition_-_sept_2020.pdf
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Rebecca Waton (Team member-pharmacist recently registered) Community 
Pharmacist – MG & AD Burdon Ltd (Cromie Pharmacy), Academic Tutor – 
Sunderland University 

Dr Cathy O'Sullivan (Team member-lay) Workforce Development Consultant 

GPhC 
representative  

Damian Day, Head of Education, GPhC 

Rapporteur Dr Ian Marshall (rapporteur) Proprietor, Caldarvan Research (Educational and 
Writing Services); Emeritus Professor of Pharmacology, University of 
Strathclyde 

Observer Dr Fran Lloyd (accreditation panel member in training) Associate Postgraduate 
Pharmacy Dean NI Centre for Pharmacy Learning and Development, Queen’s 
University Belfast 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Role of the GPhC  

The General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) is the statutory regulator for pharmacists and 
pharmacy technicians and registered pharmacies and is the accrediting body for pharmacy 
education in Great Britain (GB). The GPhC is responsible for setting standards and approving 
education and training courses which form part of the pathway towards registration for 
pharmacists. The GB qualification required as part of the pathway to registration as a 
pharmacist is a GPhC-accredited Master of Pharmacy degree course (MPharm).  

This interim event was carried out in accordance with the GPhC’s 2011 MPharm Accreditation 
Methodology and the course was reviewed against the GPhC’s 2011 education standards Future 
Pharmacists: Standards for the initial education and training of pharmacists.   

The GPhC’s right to check the standards of pharmacy qualifications leading to annotation and 
registration as a pharmacist is the Pharmacy Order 2010 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/231/contents/made). It requires the GPhC to 
‘approve’ courses by appointing ‘visitors’ (accreditors) to report to the GPhC’s Council on the 
‘nature, content and quality’ of education as well as ‘any other matters’ the Council may 
require. 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/231/contents/made
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Background 

An MPharm degree with preparatory year is a single course that leads to a Master of Pharmacy 
award. It is recruited to separately from the accredited 4-year MPharm degree and is assigned a 
different UCAS code, B231. For most schools this will be a 5-year course which includes a 
preparatory year (often referred to as ‘year 0’) followed by four further taught years that mirror 
that of the accredited MPharm degree. 

An MPharm with preparatory year must meet all of the GPhC’s initial education and training 
standards for pharmacists in all four years of the MPharm course. All teaching and assessment 
of the standard MPharm degree learning outcomes is expected to take place in taught years 2-5, 
with the first taught year being set aside for foundation learning only. For the purpose of 
accreditation, it is assumed that the course content for the four taught years following the 
preparatory year will be identical for students on the MPharm degree and the MPharm degree 
with preparatory year.  

The accreditation team will take assurance that the MPharm with preparatory year MPharm 
meets seven of the ten standards through its detailed review of these standards in relation to 
the current accredited MPharm provision. The review of the MPharm with preparatory year 
focuses on the following:  

• Standard 1: Patient and public safety  

• Standard 4: Selection of students and trainees  

• Standard 6: Support and development for students and trainees  

The MPharm programme at the University of Brighton is now delivered by the School of Applied 
Sciences. An integrated foundation year (IFY) that was established in 2017, has allowed the 
School to support new applicants with a tailored academic experience to improve progression 
through the School’s undergraduate programmes, including the MPharm. The MPharm with IFY 
is one of four courses which are taught together as an Integrated Foundation Year along with 
BSc (Hons) Biomedical Science with IFY, BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences with IFY and BSc (Hons) 
Ecology and Conservation with IFY. Four year-long 30-credit modules are delivered during the 
IFY: Foundation Biology, Foundation Chemistry, Foundation Data Handling and Foundation 
Study Skills. Students on the MPharm with IFY pathway must pass all assessments within all four 
modules of the IFY with an average of 60% and 60% in Foundation Chemistry, in order to 
progress into MPharm Year 1. The MPharm with IFY is a separate course to the MPharm (B230 
Pharmacy MPharm) with its own UCAS code (B231 Pharmacy MPharm with Integrated 
Foundation Year). After successful completion of the IFY (Year 0), students on the Pharmacy 
pathway study together with MPharm course students for Years 1-4.  An event to accredit the 
MPharm with Foundation was conducted by video conference on 8 May 2021; the following is a 
report of that event.  

Documentation 

Prior to the event, the provider submitted documentation to the GPhC in line with the agreed 
timescales.  
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Appendix 1: Integrated Foundation Year Student Handbook 2020-2021 

Appendix 2: MPharm with IFY student admission data relating to the 2019-2020 academic year 

Appendix 3: Critical evaluation of the applications data and entry profiles in Appendix 2 

Appendix 4: Aggregate progression data by: Entry qualification(s), Sex, Age, Ethnicity and 
Disability 

Appendix 5: Critical evaluation of the progression data in Appendix 4 

The documentation was reviewed by the accreditation team and it was deemed to be 
satisfactory to provide a basis for discussion.  

Pre-event 

In advance of the main event, a pre-event meeting took place via video conference on 24 May 
2021. The purpose of the pre-event meeting was to prepare for the event, allow the GPhC and 
the university to ask any questions or seek clarification, and to finalise arrangements for the 
event. 

The event 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the GPhC modified the structure of the event so that it could be 
held remotely. The event was held via video conference between the University of Brighton and 
the GPhC accreditation team on 8 May 2021 and comprised a meeting between the GPhC 
accreditation team and representatives of the MPharm with preparatory year programme. 

Declarations of interest 

Professor Langley told the team that a member of his staff was an external examiner at the 
University of Brighton. 

Rebecca Waton told the team that she works in the same School of Pharmacy as one of the 
University of Brighton external examiners.  

 

Schedule  

Day 1 – 8 June 2021  

Meeting 
number 

Meeting Time  

1.  Review of MPharm with preparatory year  15:15 – 16:45 

2.  Private meeting of the accreditation team 16:45 – 17:15 
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Attendees  

Course provider  

The team met with the following representatives of the University: 

Name  Designation at the time of accreditation event 

Dr Charley Chatterjee  Principal Lecturer 
Dr Neil Crooks  Principal Lecturer 
Dr Matt Ingram  Principal Lecturer 
Dr Jon Mabley  Principal Lecturer 
Dr Kirsty Smallbone  Dean, School of Applied Sciences 
Dr Angela Macadam  Associate Dean (Academic Operations) 
Dr Wendy Macfarlane  Reader 
Dr Angelo Pernetta  Associate Dean (Education and Student Experience) 
Dr Fiona Ponikwer  Senior Lecturer 
Dr Sian Williams  Senior Lecturer 
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Key findings 

Standard 1: Patient and public safety 

Standard is met?  Yes ☒ No ☐  

The documentation explained that applicants for the MPharm with IFY course undergo an 
identical process as those applying for the MPharm course, including the same procedures for 
health checking and the requirement to apply for a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) 
Certificate. The team was told that due to COVID-19 some students were unable to submit a 
DBS check on application but were required to do so on admission to the course. Applicants also 
undergo an interview which involves a values-based scenario and are required to complete and 
pass an on-line numeracy test. During the current COVID-19 pandemic interviews have been 
carried out virtually and remain one-to-one. The team was told that every student completes a 
self-declaration form, outlining any previous convictions or health matters; in the event of any 
concerns the student is called for an initial fitness to practise (FtP) meeting to discuss the 
implications for continuing on the MPharm with IFY course. The team learned that during the 
IFY welcome week, students are introduced to the FtP process and the potential consequences 
of being required to attend a FtP meeting, along with the importance of this in relation to 
patient safety and professional practice being outlined by their academic personal tutors. Any 
concerns regarding inappropriate behaviour and unsuitability to practise pharmacy are 
highlighted and addressed. During the IFY, students do not have contact with patients as the 
course is designed to teach fundamental scientific knowledge and basic practical skills at a level 
equivalent to level 3 courses. Students are monitored closely during practical sessions to ensure 
that safe practice is observed and fully understood. In the laboratory sessions they are required 
to demonstrate safe practice, that is, adherence to laboratory safety protocols and awareness 
and consideration of risk of harm to themselves and others. Students are constantly reminded 
about the need to conduct themselves professionally during taught sessions, including 
laboratory sessions, and are signposted to the requirements of the GPhC at an early stage of 
their enrolment. The team learned that the Study Skills module contains specific areas on DBS 
and professionalism, and that students are encouraged to think of themselves as student 
pharmacists. 

Standard 4: Selection of students and trainees 

Standard is met?  Yes ☒ No ☐  

Applicants can access the dedicated MPharm with IFY website which provides information about 
the course with a link which allows the applicant to speak to a student ambassador if they have 
general questions about studying and life at university. The current entry requirement for the 
MPharm with IFY are: UCAS: 72 tariff points; Level 3 Key Skills and General Studies can count 
towards the tariff, A-levels; DDD including two full science A-levels, International Baccalaureate; 
24 points, with Higher level biology and chemistry at grade 4. Access courses or BTEC diplomas 
are considered on an individual basis taking relevant experience into account. GCSE (minimum 
grade C or grade 4) in at least three subjects including English language, maths and one science 
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is also required. English language requirements where relevant are IELTs 6.0 overall with a 
minimum of 5.5 in each element. The team was told that there is an initial screening by a central 
admissions team of the applicant’s qualifications and experience, followed by a School values-
based interview using several scenarios, and an online calculations test with the same pass mark 
as for the 4-year MPharm. The English language requirement is six at IELTS, lower than that for 
the 4-year MPharm (IELTS seven), although most of the applicants have been home UK 
students; any overseas applicants whose first language is not English are put in touch with 
appropriate language support areas in the University. The team learned that the School had 
used Microsoft Teams for interviews. The team was told that MPharm with IFY and MPharm 
direct entry students may be interviewed during the same session with interviewers not 
necessarily knowing which course the applicant is applying to join unless revealed by the 
applicant. Any student admitted through Clearing, which was used in 2020 due to places being 
available on the course, has to pass the values-based interview and the calculation test. The 
team was told that the School had been unprepared for the popularity of the IFY stream and 
that the course allows interviewers to suggest enrolment on the IFY route depending on the 
applicants’ grades. All interviewers have undergone the University’s mandatory equality and 
diversity training and completion of this is monitored by the School; interviewers complete a 
proforma during the interview ensuring a consistent approach. The team was told that there is a 
high progression rate, in the region of 90%, to the second year of the course, the MPharm 
proper; there is not an exit award as the level 3 component of the course would need to be 
approved by Ofsted, but the University provides transcripts to students not progressing to the 
second taught year.   

 

Standard 6: Support and development for students and trainees 

Standard is met?  Yes ☒ No ☐  

The University offers support through the Student Advice Service, including wellbeing, disability 
and dyslexia, library service and the students’ union. The team was told that this includes the 
provision of quiet study space and computer provision, as well as a hardship fund. The School 
has a dedicated Student Support and Guidance Tutor (SSGT) who can assist students with health 
or academic issues, and each student has a personal tutor who teaches on the MPharm 
programme. Students attend weekly tutorials in the first semester with three tutorials in 
semester 2, during the first, middle and last weeks. The team learned that one-to-one tutorial 
sessions also provide pastoral support and that students have found the virtual tutorials 
conducted during the COVID-19 pandemic less intimidating than face-to-face tutorials. The team 
was told that there are eight tutors, including some more senior MPharm staff, with tutors 
having two groups of eight students each. Drop-in tutorials take place during the other weeks in 
semester 2 and are run by the year and deputy year leads. Students complete a tutorial log book 
and are encouraged to work together, building confidence in communication skills and 
professional standards. It was stressed that building confidence was a key aim as many students 
enter the course with low self-esteem due to having been unable to achieve the grades that 
they had required. Students gain the necessary fundamental knowledge in the formal lectures 
and then supplement their learning in the less formal seminar setting. Small group discussions 
and activities are regularly employed allowing a social element of interaction with peer-to-peer 
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learning and support. The team was told that the Study Skills module includes critical thinking, 
personal reflection, referencing, essay-writing and presentations and includes specific reference 
to DBS and professionalism. In addition to academic delivery there are a number of course-
based monitoring and support mechanisms. The level of monitoring and support is much greater 
during the first semester as the students settle into university life. As students enter the second 
semester the level of support is increasingly reduced in order to prepare the students for a more 
independent approach to study in readiness for entry onto the 1st year of the full MPharm 
degree. All students must have a signed-off completed logbook at the end of the academic year. 
Attendance is monitored closely during the first semester and any student who misses sessions 
is contacted to highlight that attendance is key and is linked very closely to achievement.  It was 
stressed that that this initial high level of support, reducing as the year progresses, is a 
successful formula and that the IFY is a route for a large number of students who would not 
typically have enrolled onto an MPharm degree. As the students join the direct entry students 
for Year 1 of the MPharm degree, the processes for support are identical from that stage 
onwards.  The MPharm with IFY is administered by a specific member of staff who works closely 
in conjunction with the IFY leads to ensure that all due processes function correctly. The team 
was told that the IFY has a separate external examiner to ensure that processes are in place and 
that all content is delivered at the correct level; the external examiner moderates all the 
assessed work and in their report had recommended a clearer marking procedure. 

Standards 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, and 9 

The taught years of the accredited MPharm course are identical for students on both routes 
(MPharm with IFY and MPharm) and the course structure and content is designed to address 
Standards 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9 along with the standards considered here. The team explored 
several areas of the aforementioned standards and was told that the motivation for initiating 
the IFY course was that the School had identified some applicants missing entry into the 4-year 
MPharm by only a few grades, along with widening participation considerations. The team was 
told that the IFY course was designed primarily to give students confidence to undertake a 
university degree and although based very loosely on A-levels, it focusses on areas lacking in the 
students, particularly measurement units and statistics. Thus, the course consists of four 
modules; biology, chemistry, study skills and data handling. The team was told that the course 
had been validated by the University with input from an external examiner. There have been 
few failures with the vast majority of students proceeding to the second year, the first year of 
the MPharm proper, and there have been no differences at semester or year level over the past 
three years in the marks profiles of the two iterations of the MPharm. The team was told that 
student feedback had been positive and the external examiner had noted the responsiveness of 
the course team to feedback, including running a session on student access to reasons for 
coursework marks, in light of teaching thermodynamics at a level appropriate to preparatory 
year students. It was stressed that the course team was always available to offer help to 
students whenever needed.  
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