Council meeting
21 May 2020

16.00-17.00 approx.
Meeting to be held by Skype

Public business
1.

Attendance and introductory remarks

Nigel Clarke

2.

Declarations of interest
Public items

All

3.

Minutes of last meeting
Public session on 23 April 2020

Nigel Clarke

4.

Actions and matters arising

Nigel Clarke

5.

Workshop summary – April 2020
For noting

Nigel Clarke

6.

Requirements for registering pharmacists on a provisional basis
For approval

20.05.C.01
Mark Voce

7.

Any other business

Nigel Clarke
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Confidential business
8.

Declarations of interest
Confidential items

All

9.

Minutes of last meeting
Confidential session on 23 April

Nigel Clarke

10. Confidential actions and matters arising

Nigel Clarke

11. Any other confidential business

Nigel Clarke

Date of next meeting
Thursday, 11 June 2020
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Minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday 23 April 2020 at
14.30, by Skype
TO BE CONFIRMED 21 May 2020
Minutes of the public session
Present
Nigel Clarke (Chair)

Elizabeth Mailey

Yousaf Ahmad

Rima Makarem

Neil Buckley

Arun Midha

Mark Hammond

Rose Marie Parr

Penny Hopkins

Aamer Safdar

Ann Jacklin

Jayne Salt

Jo Kember

Selina Ullah

Apologies
None

In attendance
Duncan Rudkin (Chief Executive and Registrar)
Carole Auchterlonie (Director of Fitness to Practise)
Jonathan Bennetts (Director of Finance)
Claire Bryce-Smith (Director of Insight, Intelligence and Inspection)
Laura McClintock (Chief of Staff)
Francesca Okosi (Director of People)
Mark Voce (Director of Education and Standards)
Janet Collins (Governance Manager)

Page 1 of 4

20.05.C.00b

1.

Attendance and introductory remarks

1.1

The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting, which was being held by Skype due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, and explained how the meeting would work.

2. Declarations of interest
2.1

The Chair reminded members to make any declarations of interest before each item.

3. Minutes of the last meeting
3.1

The minutes of the public session held on 11 March 2020 were confirmed as a fair and
accurate record of the meeting.

4. Actions and matters arising
4.1
5.
5.1
6.

There were no actions due by this meeting.
Workshop summary – 11 March 2020
Council noted the discussions from the March workshop.
Workshop discussions – 30 March and 9 April 2020 and further updates

6.1

These notes summarised the additional workshop discussion held on the relevant dates
to update members on issues related to the pandemic and the actions being taken in
relation to those issues.

6.2

There were two changes to the note of the discussion on 9 April:
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i.

Elizabeth Mailey had not been present; and

ii.

in paragraph 2.1, “approximately 6000 pharmacy professionals who had been off
the register for less than three years had been put on a temporary register under
the GPhC’s emergency powers and were returning to work to support the
provision of pharmacy services” should read “approximately 6000 pharmacy
professionals who had been off the register for less than three years had been put
on a temporary register under the GPhC’s emergency powers and were eligible to
return to work to support the provision of pharmacy services.”

20.05.C.00b

6.3

Many of those who had returned to the register were known to be working although
some had not yet been contacted. Numbers would be reported to the Council when
known.

6.4

It was noted that most inspections had stopped to allow the inspectors to support
pharmacies through the pandemic but enforcement action could still be taken where
needed.

6.5

There had been a significant increase in the number of concerns being received by Fitness
to Practise, some of which were being used to provide intelligence.

6.6

Members praised the professionalism being shown by pharmacy professionals working
under significant pressure.

6.7

The Council noted the summaries of the additional workshop discussions.

7.

Approach to Council and committee business during Covid-19

7.1

Laura McClintock introduced 20.04.C.01, which sought the Council’s agreement to
principles for prioritising and managing Council and committee business during the
pandemic.

7.2

Principles for prioritisation included prioritising activities that would have the biggest
impact on patient safety and care, operating in the most effective and realistic way,
balancing risks and opportunities and taking account of the pressures on stakeholders.

7.3

Principles for managing business included keeping the default position that Council
business should be conducted in public whenever possible, holding meetings via remote
conferencing facilities and continuing to publish Council meeting agendas, papers and
minutes online.

7.4

The Council agreed the suggested approach to Council and committee business during
the pandemic.

8.
8.1
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Any other public business
Three temporary measures in relation to controlled drugs (CDs) were due to be laid
before parliament in the week beginning 27 April. They were:
i.

allowing the emergency supply of CDs to patients already receiving them as part
of ongoing treatment without a prescription;

ii.

extending the serious supply protocols to include CDs (excluding Schedule 1); and

iii.

enabling variation to the frequency of instalment prescriptions.
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8.2

The measures were likely to be agreed and in place within 24 hours of being laid.
However, the measures would be held in readiness and not made active unless a
government decision was taken to activate them. There was concern that the
complexities of the process would not be clear to all, particularly when pharmacists were
receiving so much information. Some patients, pharmacists and other professionals could
misunderstand the position and believe that the measures represented actions which
they could legally take before that was in fact the case.

8.3

No announcements would be made until NHS England had produced suitable guidance to
support the measures.

8.4

The GPhC would seek to provide clarity in a way that was joined up across the profession
and wider healthcare.

8.5

There being no further public business, the meeting closed at 15.05.

Date of the next meeting:
Thursday 21 May 2020
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Council workshop summary
Meeting paper for Council on 21 May 2020
Public

Purpose
To provide an outline of the discussions at the Council workshop on 23 April 2020.

Recommendations
The Council is asked to note the discussions from the April 2020 workshop.

1.

Introduction

1.1

The Council often holds a workshop session alongside its regular Council meetings. The
workshops give Council members the opportunity to:
•

interact with and gain insights from staff responsible for delivering regulatory
functions and projects;

•

receive information on projects during the development stages;
provide guidance on the direction of travel for workstreams via feedback from group
work or plenary discussion; and

•

receive training and other updates.

1.2

The Council does not make decisions in the workshops. They are informal discussion sessions
to assist the development of the Council's views. A summary of the workshop discussions is
presented at the subsequent Council meeting, making the development of work streams
more visible to stakeholders. Some confidential items may not be reported on in full.

2.

Summary of the April workshop
Pre-registration training and assessment; and provisional registration

2.1

The Council held a discussion on pre-registration training and assessment and the possible
provisional registration of pre-registration trainees in the light of the Covid-19 pandemic.
This was one of a number of discussions on these subjects, including discussions which the
executive was continuing to hold with a range of stakeholders, which were producing a
number of ideas.
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3.

Recommendations

The Council is asked to note the discussions from the April 2020 workshop.

Janet Collins, Governance Manager
General Pharmaceutical Council
05 May 2020
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